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I	
 remember	
 those	
 with	
 great
	
 pleasure,	
 there	
 were	
 honest	
 
exchanges	
 of	
 view	
 in	
 those	
 debates.

But	
 I	
 had	
 many	
 great	
 personal	
 But	
 I	
 had	
 many	
 great	
 personal	
 
moments	
 too.	
 However,	
 I	
 will	
 save	
 
my	
 anecdotes.	
 I	
 want	
 to	
 write	
 a	
 
personal	
 memoir	
 at	
 some	
 point,	
 I	
 do	
 
have	
 a	
 contract	
 that	
 was	
 signed	
 
thousands	
 of	
 years	
 go.	
 I	
 would	
 like	
 
to	
 write	
 it	
 based	
 on	
 my	
 time	
 in	
 
politics.politics.
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AGM,	
 June	
 2002.
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(Left)	
 AGM	
 
participants	
 with	
 
newly	
 elected	
 
speaker,	
 the	
 Hon.	
 
Alvin	
 Curling..

(Left)	
 AGM,	
 June	
 
2002.

(Below)	
 Giscard	
 
d’Estaing,	
 Former	
 
Prrime	
 Minister	
 of	
 
France,	
 and	
 Derwyn	
 
Shea.

OAFP
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There	
 is	
 a	
 journey	
 from	
 small	
 town	
 east	
 coast	
 to	
 the	
 urbanite	
 setting	
 of	
 Ottawa	
 and	
 Toronto.	
 	
 Marilyn	
 
recounts	
 in	
 detail	
 her	
 Happy	
 Valley,	
 Labrador	
 childhood;	
 her	
 naiveté	
 and	
 innocence,	
 and	
 her	
 grap-
pling	
 with	
 a	
 whole	
 new	
 world	
 at	
 university	
 and	
 a	
 burgeoning	
 political	
 awakening.

A	
 political	
 journey	
 is	
 interwoven	
 and	
 the	
 reader	
 is	
 given	
 a	
 first	
 hand	
 look	
 at	
 how	
 the	
 determination	
 of	
 
one	
 person	
 can	
 make	
 a	
 difference.
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Marilyn's	
 legislative	
 efforts,	
 more	
 than	
 a	
 decade	
 of	
 persistence,	
 starting	
 in	
 1993,	
 reveal	
 something	
 that	
 

anyone	
 who	
 has	
 served	
 in	
 public	
 office	
 knows	
 so	
 well,	
 that	
 there	
 is	
 never	
 a	
 simple	
 issue.	
 	
 The	
 complexi-

ties	
 are	
 explained	
 fully.	
 And	
 as	
 well,	
 the	
 reader	
 discovers	
 that	
 politicians	
 can	
 and	
 do	
 rise	
 above	
 partisan	
 

politics.	
 	
 The	
 issue	
 carries	
 the	
 day.

Marilyn	
 Churley	
 provides	
 an	
 account	
 of	
 her	
 life,	
 which	
 clearly	
 articulates	
 her	
 courage	
 and	
 determina-

tion.	
 	
 She	
 provides	
 an	
 insight	
 into	
 who	
 she	
 is	
 from	
 a	
 childhood	
 inoculation	
 experience;	
 “...my	
 pride	
 and	
 

nerve	
 give	
 me	
 the	
 ability	
 to	
 fight	
 through	
 fear	
 and	
 do	
 things	
 even	
 if	
 they	
 are	
 scary.”	
 	
 

It	
 took	
 courage	
 for	
 Marilyn	
 to	
 write	
 this	
 book,	
 revealing	
 so	
 much	
 of	
 herself.	
 	
 	
 	
 

I	
 found	
 myself	
 emotionally	
 moved	
 as	
 I	
 read	
 about	
 Marilyn's	
 experiences.	
 	
 Likely,	
 you	
 will	
 too.

And	
 there	
 is	
 a	
 happy	
 ending!

Steve	
 Paikin's	
 interview	
 with	
 Marilyn	
 is	
 well	
 worth	
 watching,	
 and	
 you	
 can	
 find	
 it	
 here:	
 	
 

http://tvo.org/video/212077/marilyn-churley-fight-adoption-disclosure	
 

-
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(Right)	
 Marilyn	
 Churley	
 with	
 OAFP	
 Intern	
 

Lauren	
 Malyk.
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I	
 went	
 to	
 public	
 school	
 where	
 they	
 had	
 me	
 skip	
 a	
 couple	
 of	
 grades.	
 When	
 it	
 came	
 time	
 to	
 graduate,	
 the	
 
principal	
 said,	
 “Your	
 term	
 teacher	
 and	
 I	
 would	
 like	
 you	
 to	
 go	
 to	
 the	
 YMCA	
 every	
 Friday	
 night	
 for	
 the	
 
next	
 eight	
 weeks,	
 because	
 we	
 think	
 you	
 have	
 enormous	
 potential.	
 You	
 will	
 be	
 tested	
 on	
 what	
 you	
 can	
 
do.”	
 I	
 didn’t	
 have	
 any	
 money	
 and	
 they	
 paid	
 the	
 fees	
 for	
 me	
 to	
 make	
 my	
 way	
 there.	
 So	
 I	
 pocketed	
 the	
 
money,	
 and	
 I	
 walked.	
 In	
 the	
 end,	
 they	
 told	
 me	
 my	
 particular	
 brain	
 would	
 lend	
 me	
 very	
 well	
 to	
 being	
 a	
 
doctor	
 or	
 lawyer.	
 I	
 was	
 young	
 enough	
 at	
 the	
 time	
 that	
 I	
 thought	
 babies	
 always	
 came	
 at	
 two	
 in	
 the	
 
morning.	
 

So	
 in	
 1948,	
 I	
 enrolled	
 in	
 law	
 school.	
 I	
 couldn’t	
 afford	
 to	
 go,	
 but	
 I	
 had	
 something	
 like	
 a	
 bursary	
 paying	
 for	
 So	
 in	
 1948,	
 I	
 enrolled	
 in	
 law	
 school.	
 I	
 couldn’t	
 afford	
 to	
 go,	
 but	
 I	
 had	
 something	
 like	
 a	
 bursary	
 paying	
 for	
 
tuition	
 and	
 expenses.	
 I	
 went	
 to	
 a	
 professor	
 there	
 and	
 said,	
 “I	
 don’t	
 know	
 anything	
 about	
 politics,	
 but	
 I’m	
 
willing	
 to	
 learn.	
 What	
 I	
 need	
 is	
 a	
 mentor;	
 would	
 you	
 consider	
 being	
 my	
 mentor?”	
 	
 He	
 said	
 he	
 would	
 be	
 
glad	
 to;	
 he	
 had	
 been	
 examining	
 my	
 work	
 and	
 was	
 impressed.	
 He	
 gave	
 me	
 great	
 advice:	
 never	
 lie	
 to	
 a	
 re-
porter,	
 even	
 if	
 it’s	
 embarrassing	
 to	
 yourself	
 or	
 your	
 party.	
 He	
 said	
 not	
 to	
 worry	
 about	
 the	
 truth,	
 and	
 it’ll	
 
carry	
 you	
 through	
 your	
 whole	
 career,	
 and	
 it	
 has.	
 	
 

OAFP
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Thirdly,	
 I	
 did	
 not	
 want	
 any	
 interference.	
 And	
 it	
 was	
 a	
 go.	
 

The	
 most	
 dangerous	
 thing	
 a	
 lawyer	
 can	
 do	
 is	
 call	
 an	
 expert	
 witness.	
 You	
 can	
 never	
 get	
 them	
 to	
 shut	
 up	
 
and	
 they	
 can	
 destroy	
 you.	
 We	
 held	
 a	
 session	
 with	
 the	
 experts	
 in	
 public.	
 I	
 said	
 it	
 was	
 important	
 the	
 public	
 
understood	
 what	
 we	
 were	
 hoping	
 to	
 accomplish	
 here.	
 We	
 called	
 the	
 first	
 expert,	
 and	
 he	
 was	
 a	
 very	
 
highly	
 placed	
 individual.	
 I	
 had	
 him	
 placed	
 under	
 oath,	
 and	
 I	
 was	
 a	
 notary	
 public	
 and	
 commissioner,	
 and	
 
even	
 brought	
 my	
 bible,	
 and	
 said,	
 “If	
 you	
 don’t	
 tell	
 the	
 truth,	
 you’re	
 subject	
 to	
 perjury.”	
 

I	
 said,	
 “What	
 is	
 the	
 purpose	
 of	
 the	
 national	
 flag?”	
 And	
 he	
 said,	
 “Coming	
 so	
 late	
 in	
 our	
 term,	
 it	
 is	
 a	
 stateI	
 said,	
 “What	
 is	
 the	
 purpose	
 of	
 the	
 national	
 flag?”	
 And	
 he	
 said,	
 “Coming	
 so	
 late	
 in	
 our	
 term,	
 it	
 is	
 a	
 state-
ment	
 to	
 the	
 world	
 that	
 we	
 have	
 reached	
 a	
 point	
 of	
 independence	
 and	
 sovereignty,	
 where	
 we	
 can	
 make	
 
all	
 our	
 own	
 decisions	
 without	
 reference	
 to	
 any	
 other	
 country.”	
 I	
 said,	
 “What	
 colours	
 should	
 appear?”	
 And	
 
he	
 said,	
 “The	
 colours	
 of	
 the	
 country,	
 red	
 and	
 white.”	
 I	
 said,	
 “Red	
 and	
 white	
 only?”	
 And	
 he	
 said,	
 “Yes.”	
 I	
 
said,	
 “Mr.	
 Pearson	
 has	
 introduced	
 a	
 flag	
 with	
 two	
 blue	
 borders	
 on	
 it	
 with	
 maple	
 leaves	
 in	
 the	
 middle.”	
 
And	
 he	
 said,	
 “That	
 would	
 be	
 unacceptable.”	
 I	
 said,	
 “Ok,	
 what	
 if	
 I	
 take	
 the	
 blue	
 borders	
 off	
 and	
 replace	
 
them	
 with	
 red	
 ones.	
 What	
 would	
 you	
 think	
 of	
 that?”	
 He	
 said,	
 “Well,	
 it’s	
 a	
 bit	
 better,	
 but	
 now	
 you’ve	
 got	
 them	
 with	
 red	
 ones.	
 What	
 would	
 you	
 think	
 of	
 that?”	
 He	
 said,	
 “Well,	
 it’s	
 a	
 bit	
 better,	
 but	
 now	
 you’ve	
 got	
 
another	
 problem;	
 why	
 the	
 three	
 flags?”	
 And	
 I	
 said,	
 “Why	
 not	
 one?	
 What	
 if	
 we	
 take	
 off	
 the	
 three	
 leaves,	
 
and	
 put	
 a	
 single	
 one	
 in	
 the	
 middle?”	
 So	
 we	
 had	
 that	
 made	
 up.	
 

We	
 narrowed	
 it	
 down	
 to	
 three	
 flags.	
 At	
 the	
 very	
 end,	
 when	
 we	
 were	
 a	
 week	
 shy	
 of	
 voting,	
 it	
 narrowed	
 
down.	
 I	
 went	
 to	
 see	
 John	
 Matheson,	
 Pearson’s	
 point	
 man	
 on	
 the	
 flag.	
 I	
 said,	
 “John,	
 it’s	
 time	
 for	
 the	
 kill,	
 
everything	
 is	
 set	
 up	
 for	
 victory.	
 I	
 have	
 two	
 problems	
 left:	
 you	
 and	
 I	
 are	
 good	
 friends,	
 and	
 I	
 hope	
 our	
 rela-
tionship	
 will	
 survive	
 this,	
 because	
 you’re	
 one	
 of	
 the	
 main	
 problems.	
 Your	
 obsession	
 with	
 getting	
 
Pearson’s	
 flag	
 through	
 is	
 crazy.	
 You	
 and	
 I	
 both	
 know	
 that	
 the	
 maple	
 leaves	
 come	
 from	
 the	
 coat	
 of	
 arms.	
 

(I
m
ag
e	
 v
ia
	
 T
he
	
 T
or
on
to
	
 S
ta
r)

Secondly,	
 I	
 wanted	
 24	
 members	
 of	
 our	
 re-
search	
 group	
 under	
 my	
 total	
 control	
 until	
 it	
 
was	
 over.	
 He	
 said	
 that	
 was	
 half	
 the	
 staff,	
 to	
 
which	
 I	
 said,	
 “Tommy,	
 I’m	
 getting	
 a	
 little	
 
pissed	
 off.	
 Do	
 you	
 want	
 a	
 flag	
 or	
 don’t	
 ya?	
 I	
 
have	
 a	
 plan	
 that	
 might	
 work,	
 I’m	
 going	
 to	
 
guarantee	
 it,	
 just	
 wait.	
 In	
 a	
 case	
 like	
 this,	
 the	
 
most	
 prepared	
 and	
 best	
 researched	
 with	
 the	
 most	
 prepared	
 and	
 best	
 researched	
 with	
 the	
 
answer	
 to	
 every	
 question	
 that	
 could	
 be	
 asked	
 
will	
 win	
 nine	
 times	
 out	
 of	
 ten.”	
 They	
 all	
 had	
 
different	
 ideas	
 and	
 I	
 had	
 to	
 come	
 back	
 with	
 
one	
 united	
 one.	
 He	
 allowed	
 it.	
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I	
 bet	
 no	
 one	
 on	
 the	
 committee	
 knows	
 that	
 and	
 99.9%	
 of	
 the	
 public	
 doesn’t	
 even	
 know	
 we	
 have	
 a	
 coat	
 
of	
 arms.	
 Join	
 the	
 twentieth	
 century.	
 The	
 only	
 flag	
 we	
 can	
 pass	
 is	
 the	
 red	
 and	
 white	
 maple	
 leaf	
 flag.	
 You	
 
heard	
 the	
 experts	
 -	
 that	
 would	
 be	
 the	
 perfect	
 flag.”	
 So	
 John	
 changed	
 his	
 mind	
 and	
 agreed	
 to	
 go	
 along	
 
with	
 it.

Then	
 I	
 went	
 to	
 Walter	
 Gordon,	
 the	
 minister	
 of	
 finance,	
 and	
 said,	
 “We’re	
 ready	
 for	
 the	
 final	
 vote.	
 The	
 Then	
 I	
 went	
 to	
 Walter	
 Gordon,	
 the	
 minister	
 of	
 finance,	
 and	
 said,	
 “We’re	
 ready	
 for	
 the	
 final	
 vote.	
 The	
 
only	
 problem	
 left	
 is	
 the	
 Prime	
 Minister.”	
 He	
 said,	
 “What	
 do	
 you	
 suggest?”	
 I	
 said,	
 “I	
 want	
 you	
 to	
 take	
 
him	
 a	
 message	
 from	
 me.	
 His	
 flag	
 will	
 never	
 fly;	
 I	
 will	
 kill	
 it	
 if	
 I	
 have	
 to,	
 because	
 I	
 have	
 enough	
 votes.	
 
I’ve	
 got	
 five	
 Tories	
 and	
 three	
 independents.	
 It’ll	
 be	
 close,	
 but	
 it’ll	
 be	
 clear.	
 But	
 I	
 don’t	
 want	
 to	
 do	
 that,	
 
because	
 I	
 like	
 and	
 respect	
 him.	
 I	
 want	
 you	
 to	
 give	
 him	
 that	
 message,	
 because	
 it	
 doesn’t	
 have	
 to	
 be	
 that	
 
way,	
 he	
 just	
 has	
 to	
 withdraw	
 support	
 for	
 his	
 own	
 flag	
 and	
 authorize	
 these	
 representatives	
 to	
 do	
 the	
 
same	
 thing	
 and	
 it’s	
 all	
 over.“	
 So	
 he	
 did	
 that,	
 and	
 then	
 he	
 phoned	
 me	
 the	
 night	
 before	
 the	
 vote	
 and	
 said,	
 same	
 thing	
 and	
 it’s	
 all	
 over.“	
 So	
 he	
 did	
 that,	
 and	
 then	
 he	
 phoned	
 me	
 the	
 night	
 before	
 the	
 vote	
 and	
 said,	
 
“Reid,	
 are	
 you	
 sure	
 you	
 know	
 what	
 the	
 hell	
 you’re	
 doing?”	
 I	
 asked	
 how	
 the	
 Prime	
 Minister	
 felt,	
 and	
 he	
 
said,	
 “Like	
 a	
 cat	
 on	
 a	
 hot	
 tin	
 roof!”	
 So	
 I	
 said,	
 “Look,	
 did	
 he	
 do	
 what	
 you	
 asked?	
 Did	
 he	
 get	
 my	
 mes-
sage?	
 Because	
 nothing	
 will	
 stop	
 me	
 now.”	
 He	
 said,	
 “Reid,	
 can	
 you	
 assure	
 me	
 you	
 can	
 pull	
 this	
 off?”	
 I	
 
said,	
 “I’ll	
 bet	
 you	
 $20,000.”	
 

The	
 next	
 morning,	
 in	
 deference	
 to	
 the	
 Prime	
 Minister,	
 I	
 had	
 them	
 put	
 the	
 Red	
 Ensign	
 on	
 the	
 top,	
 
Mr.	
 Pearson’s	
 in	
 the	
 middle,	
 and	
 on	
 the	
 bottom,	
 we	
 put	
 mine.	
 The	
 Tories	
 only	
 had	
 five	
 votes	
 and	
 
were	
 trapped	
 with	
 nowhere	
 to	
 go.	
 The	
 only	
 place	
 they	
 could	
 vote	
 then	
 was	
 the	
 red	
 and	
 white	
 flag.	
 On	
 
the	
 second	
 vote,	
 I	
 knew	
 all	
 the	
 Tories	
 wouldn’t	
 vote	
 for	
 Pearson,	
 so	
 they	
 all	
 voted	
 for	
 my	
 flag,	
 and	
 
much	
 to	
 their	
 embarrassment,	
 the	
 liberals	
 did	
 the	
 same	
 and	
 so	
 did	
 the	
 independents.	
 It	
 was	
 14	
 to	
 
nothing.	
 When	
 the	
 clerk	
 announced	
 it,	
 the	
 Tories	
 went	
 ballistic.	
 

The	
 final	
 report	
 was	
 prepared	
 and	
 jumped	
 over	
 the	
 barrier	
 of	
 partisanship,	
 because	
 it	
 was	
 a	
 commitThe	
 final	
 report	
 was	
 prepared	
 and	
 jumped	
 over	
 the	
 barrier	
 of	
 partisanship,	
 because	
 it	
 was	
 a	
 commit-
tee	
 of	
 the	
 House	
 of	
 Commons.	
 So	
 it	
 was	
 all	
 brought	
 to	
 an	
 end.	
 Everyone	
 was	
 stunned	
 for	
 a	
 while.	
 At	
 
one	
 point,	
 Léon	
 Balcer,	
 the	
 Québec	
 lieutenant,	
 got	
 up	
 to	
 speak,	
 and	
 said	
 to	
 Pearson,	
 “You’re	
 the	
 
worst	
 Prime	
 Minister	
 we’ve	
 ever	
 had!	
 I	
 recognize	
 a	
 man	
 scarred	
 by	
 a	
 lifetime	
 of	
 failure.”	
 It	
 was	
 really	
 
bitter.	
 He	
 sat	
 down,	
 and	
 the	
 final	
 vote	
 was	
 at	
 1	
 am,	
 and	
 it	
 was	
 shoved	
 through	
 the	
 senate	
 in	
 two	
 days.	
 
The	
 queen	
 gave	
 her	
 approval	
 in	
 early	
 January.	
 And	
 Mr.	
 Pearson	
 gave	
 the	
 official	
 approval	
 soon	
 after.	
 
It	
 was	
 a	
 very	
 moving	
 day	
 when	
 the	
 flag	
 was	
 raised.	
 Just	
 as	
 it	
 got	
 to	
 the	
 top,	
 a	
 wind	
 blew	
 across	
 it,	
 it	
 It	
 was	
 a	
 very	
 moving	
 day	
 when	
 the	
 flag	
 was	
 raised.	
 Just	
 as	
 it	
 got	
 to	
 the	
 top,	
 a	
 wind	
 blew	
 across	
 it,	
 it	
 
flew	
 up	
 and	
 it	
 was	
 beautiful.	
 That’s	
 how	
 a	
 plan	
 works.
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Served	
 in	
 the	
 35th	
 and	
 36th	
 Parliament	
 (September	
 
06,	
 1990	
 --	
 June	
 02,	
 1999)	
 as	
 the	
 Progressive	
 Con-
servative	
 Member	
 for	
 the	
 Riding	
 of	
 Lanark-Ren-
frew.	
 	
 Leo	
 was	
 Parliamentary	
 Assistant	
 to	
 the	
 Min-
ister	
 of	
 Economic	
 Development,	
 Trade	
 and	
 Tour-
ism	
 and	
 served	
 on	
 four	
 Standing	
 Committees	
 
(Resource	
 Development,	
 Regulations	
 and	
 Private	
 
Bills,	
 Ombudsman,	
 Social	
 Development).	
 

"I	
 was	
 very	
 saddened	
 to	
 hear	
 of	
 Leo's	
 passing	
 re-
cently.	
 	
 Leo	
 and	
 I	
 served	
 together	
 in	
 the	
 Legislature	
 
for	
 the	
 same	
 area	
 of	
 rural	
 Eastern	
 Ontario	
 during	
 
the	
 1990s	
 and	
 I	
 got	
 to	
 know	
 him	
 well.	
 	
 He	
 had	
 a	
 
great	
 sense	
 of	
 humour	
 and	
 could	
 always	
 find	
 the	
 
fun	
 in	
 just	
 about	
 any	
 situation.	
 	
 

He	
 had	
 a	
 long	
 career	
 with	
 Ontario	
 Hydro,	
 so	
 he	
 was	
 particularly	
 well	
 informed	
 about	
 energy	
 issues.	
 	
 
He	
 really	
 cared	
 about	
 good	
 hydro	
 service	
 in	
 rural	
 Ontario	
 and	
 fought	
 hard	
 to	
 maintain	
 it	
 for	
 the	
 
people	
 of	
 Lanark-Renfrew.	
 	
 Because	
 he	
 had	
 been	
 the	
 Reeve	
 of	
 Montague	
 Township,	
 Leo	
 also	
 un-
derstood	
 the	
 importance	
 of	
 the	
 municipal/provincial	
 relationship,	
 and	
 I	
 attended	
 several	
 meetings	
 
with	
 him	
 both	
 at	
 Queen's	
 Park	
 and	
 at	
 home	
 where	
 his	
 appreciation	
 of	
 that	
 relationship	
 was	
 quite	
 
helpful	
 to	
 solving	
 the	
 problems	
 of	
 the	
 moment.

But	
 most	
 of	
 all,	
 Leo	
 and	
 his	
 wonderful	
 wife	
 Thecla	
 loved	
 being	
 with	
 people.	
 	
 Whether	
 it	
 was	
 parade,	
 
a	
 picnic,	
 or	
 just	
 walking	
 down	
 the	
 Main	
 Street	
 of	
 Smiths	
 Falls,	
 Lanark	
 Village	
 or	
 Arnprior,	
 they	
 
made	
 themselves	
 at	
 home	
 and	
 were	
 open	
 and	
 friendly	
 with	
 everyone	
 they	
 met.	
 	
 In	
 fact,	
 one	
 of	
 my	
 
most	
 vivid	
 memories	
 of	
 Leo	
 will	
 always	
 be	
 of	
 his	
 standing	
 in	
 line	
 at	
 the	
 Annual	
 Church	
 Supper	
 at	
 
Mount	
 St.	
 Patrick,	
 the	
 historic	
 capital	
 of	
 the	
 Irish	
 in	
 the	
 Ottawa	
 Valley.	
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